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Let’s have a shout out for the following people:



"Employ your time in improving 
yourself by other

   men's writings, so that you shall gain 
easily what

      others have labored hard for."

- Socrates



“There shouldn’t be a G-- D--- computer in any 
classroom if the kids can’t read.”

“There’s no use going to school unless your final 
destination is the library.”

Ray Bradbury



“If we listened to our intellect we'd never have a love 
affair. We'd never have a friendship. We'd never go in 
business because we'd be cynical: "It's gonna go wrong." 
Or "She's going to hurt me." Or,"I've had a couple of bad 
love affairs, so therefore . . ." Well, that's nonsense. You're 
going to miss life. You've got to jump off the cliff all the 
time and build your wings on the way down.” 
― Ray Bradbury

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury


“You must write every single day of your 
life... You must lurk in libraries and climb 
the stacks like ladders to sniff books like 
perfumes and wear books like hats upon 
your crazy heads... may you be in love every 
day for the next 20,000 days. And out of 
that love, remake a world.” 
― Ray Bradbury

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury


Despite the busy nature of both my mind, as you will witness, 
and the amount of information I am about to share with you, 

here are the major points:
Reading should be the focus of all we do. It won’t matter how much

technology we offer our students if they can not read well and comprehend.
Let’s use our creative natures to challenge our students while we show 

how to make learning almost as enjoyable as anything we do.
Be patient with this presentation.  All the threads will come together 

by the end, like a tapestry for the benefit of your students,
and make sense.



Let’s Play a Game!



Read. Write. Speak. Listen.

www.craniumcore.com

http://www.craniumcore.com
http://www.craniumcore.com


Our short term memory is being overloaded:
email, texting, Facebook, Twitter, etc.

Our brains are being rewired to the 
detriment of both our long term memory

as well as our ability to contemplate.

As educators, we must find a way to balance this 
conflict between our social and contemplative natures, 
hopefully using technology, not shying away from it.



1954
From Kindergarten to 1st Grade

Trauma Central



From Mrs. Vandermoellen to Sister Agnella

WWHD?

He’d Shoot Her!!



1961
Father Knows Best!







Practice, Practice, Practice!



1977
Hammering Away at Life!



In 1976 there was an OPEC oil embargo.
This resulted in a knee jerk reaction to do two things:

Build smaller, fuel efficient cars, and
tighter, energy efficient houses.

This article appeared in McCall’s magazine
in late 1976.



I drew the blueprints during the spring of 1977.

No bank would give me a loan to build.
Two different carpentry crews, who I tried to get 
to moonlight on the weekend, never showed up, 

so...
I ended up building the house, pretty much by 

myself, all because.....
my dad brought me baseball books to read 

earlier in my life!







1982
A Company is Born!



This was the beginning of micro-computers invading our lives.
Back then, Chuck Follett, a very creative guy who just retired as the 

C.E.O. of Follett Corporation, got an idea: 
Let’s have Follett Library Book Company sell microcomputer

educational software to school libraries.
He asked me to head the new division.  

In October, 1982, I saw a man in a booth at AASL in Houston, 
Texas using an Apple with two cassette drives doing library automation.

Follett bought his company and the rest is school library 
automation history.



1996
That a Fact, Jack!

meets Jim Trelease



2009
Our Gaming Goes Social.
Web 2.0 Fun,Fun,Fun!



Whatʼs with gaming anyway?
"

A horse never runs so fast as 
when he has other horses to 
catch up and outpace."

- Ovid



Here is our collective challenge:

How can we use technology to build a bridge
from the old (i.e. books) to the new 

(i.e. mobile devices) in a way that is creative, rigorous,
 collaborative and, most of all, relevant?



Things to consider on this bridge building journey:
First, it is not about Literacy, it is about Fluency.
Second, focus on 21st Century Skills. 
Third, scaffold to the Common Core Standards.
Fourth, be disruptively innovative. Take some risks.
Fifth, cross curricular is the way to go.

Sixth, have FUN!



21st Century Fluencies
Solution Fluency

Information Fluency Creativity Fluency

Collaboration Fluency Media Fluency

This is from an Ian Jukes presentation





21st Century Skills

From an Alan November presentation.

1. Process Information

2. Global Communication Problem Solving

3. Self Directed



Motivation
Motivation 3.0 has three elements:

Autonomy
Mastery
Purpose



The Common Core Standards
The best thing about the Common Core Standards is the freedom

it allows for reaching the end result.
Creativity should reign! Both with content and technology.

Now, more than ever, all teachers are “reading” teachers.
Regardless of the curriculum, with both fiction as well as informational
 text, the goal is to drive our students into the text for deeper meaning.

Discussion is the key!



Disruptive Innovation
What does this look like?

There is no limit here, but, it can include things like:
Allowing the teachers to make their own reading lists to support the curriculum versus

 a required reading list from the district.
Allowing the students to bring their own mobile devices for school use. 

Allowing students and teachers to use Skype/iChat to communicate with 
schools outside their district.

Stop eliminating the library media positions and support more library involvement 
in the entire curriculum.



Some Cross Curricular Ideas Using Books



Text

This has “Boy” written all over it!



Same thing.  Pretty amazing, eh?



This book is an example of what is called “Exemplar Text”



Here is a great book for bullying:



027.80?
It’s worth a Free

Premium Cranium Core 
Subscription for a year! 

Anyone?



In closing....




